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July 19, 2005 Teleconference Meeting Summary 
 
The Construction Workgroup met by teleconference on July 19, 2005.  This was a 
regularly scheduled meeting to provide an update on the Collaborative, including federal 
congressional news, current resources and conferences.  The call also provided an update 
on Washington’s diesel equipment maintenance program and California’s verification 
process. 
 
Sector Relevant Grants and Conferences 
EPA reported on several grant opportunities and events currently open and relevant to the 
Construction sector.  The West Coast Collaborative continues to track funding 
opportunities and conferences on the website www.westcoastcollaborative.org under the 
“Resources” and “Calendar” sections.   

The Climate Trust RFP – The Climate Trust has announced the release of its 2005 
Request for Carbon Offset Projects (RFP). The Trust encourages project developers with 
high-quality carbon offset projects to submit a project application. The Trust is interested 
in offsets from most project sectors. Initial proposals are due August 24, 2005.  The total 
funding available is $4.3 M for carbon offset projects. The funding that The Climate 
Trust will apply to this effort was provided by Portland General Electric as part of their 
requirement to offset the emissions from their new Port Westward power facility. The 
Climate Trust will be transacting for the ownership of carbon dioxide offsets through 
offset purchase agreement contracts.  The Trust is interested primarily in projects seeking 
more than $1 M in carbon funding (total project costs can be greater) and expects to fund 
projects at a carbon price of $5/metric ton carbon dioxide. There is no geographic 
constraint on projects that can be funded. There is a $500 application fee due for each 
submitted proposal. There are other fees that will be assessed. Details can be found in the 
RFP document. More information on the RFP process is available at: 
http://www.climatetrust.org/solicitations_2005_RFP.php 

Intertraffic Conference – The American Road & Transportation Builders Association 
(ARTBA) and Amsterdam RAI have joined forces to create Intertraffic North America — 
the continent's first comprehensive conference and exposition for the transportation 
construction and traffic management industries. The biannual event will be held 
September 27–29, 2005, at the Baltimore, Md., Convention Center.  The conference does 
not feature air quality, however there is a retrofit session scheduled for the 28th.  To learn 
more about Intertraffic North America, visit www.intertraffic.com. 

California ARB Carl Moyer Workshops – The next round of workshops on the Carl 
Moyer program will be held August 17-19 in Sacramento.  There is an off-road section 



scheduled for August 18th.  For more information go to: 
http://www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/moyer/guidelines/revisions05.htm 

Washington State Diesel Vehicle and Equipment Check-up Program 
Mike Boyer, from Washington State Department of Ecology, talked about the voluntary 
program that is being created to help identify construction equipment that could achieve 
performance and emissions benefits through maintenance practices.  This idea grew out 
of a workshop held last October by the Department of Ecology (DOE) to reach out to the 
construction industry about diesel reduction projects and strategies.  Maintenance was 
one of the major issues that arose at this workshop and some industry representatives as 
well as DOE continue to see this as a important area for change and an area where both 
sides are willing to work together towards emissions reduction. 
 
In creating the program, DOE took a study completed by The Noranda Technology 
Center for the mining sector and built upon the methodology used, which included loaded 
idle testing and the use of high-end shop equipment.  Although it would have been ideal 
for DOE’s study to contain lab assessments, limiting factors including money (Lab 
assessments would have cost between $300,000-$500,000, whereas DOE’s budget was 
$120,000) and the need for high-tech lab equipment (which is not available in 
Washington State) prevented it.  Consequently, the program was designed to fit the 
available budget and resources. 
 
The goal of the program is to put together a report that will help to develop guidelines for 
a statewide, voluntary construction maintenance program.  A request for proposals will 
be generated by the end of August this year with a full report to be released by about 
midyear 2006.  The program will take place as follows: For the pilot, a couple of people 
will be hired to work with inspection and maintenance (I&M) staff on a single school bus 
fleet.  (A fleet they are already familiar with.)  The program will then be expanded to the 
construction sector.  Mechanics will be trained in specific maintenance techniques and 
specific pieces of construction equipment will be identified for application of emissions 
reducing maintenance.   
 
The program is still in its preliminary phase, but the biggest weakness currently identified 
is the high uncertainty of emissions testing on shop equipment as opposed to lab 
equipment.  One of the biggest benefits of the program is education and outreach. 
 
Two reports were mentioned in the discussion were: 
 
(1) McCormick, R.L., Alleman, T.L., Graboski, M.S., Herring, A.M., Tyson, K.S. 
“Impact Of Biodiesel Source Material And Chemical Structure On Emissions Of Criteria 
Pollutants From A Heavy-Duty Engine” in Environmental  Science and Technology, 
2001.  Abstract at:  
http://pubs.acs.org/cgi-bin/abstract.cgi/esthag/2001/35/i09/abs/es001636t.html 
 



(2) Sean McGinn, Noranda Technology Center, Pointe Claire, Québec. Diesel Emissions 
Evaluation Program (DEEP)   Documents at :    
http://www.deep.org/reports/mtce_sum.html 
 
California Verification Process 
Shawn Daley, from the California Air Resources Board (ARB), discussed ARB’s 
verification process for fuels, additives, and retrofit technologies.  To be considered for 
verification by ARB, a device must reduce PM by at least 25% or NOx by at least 15%.  
Both emissions and durability tests are conducted. A direct cause warranty is required of 
the manufacturer of verified devices.  All the conditions of verification are in the letters 
of verification posted publicly at: 
http://www.arb.ca.gov/diesel/verdev/currentlyverifiedtech.htm.  Currently most 
verifications are for on-road devices due to market demand.  Generally, fleet rules drive 
interest for production of verifiable devices. 
 
For the most part, ARB has no problem honoring EPA verification, however, there are a 
few distinctions between the two verification programs.  The biggest two differences are 
involve testing on chassis vs. engine dynamometer and the definition of fuel additives. In 
particular, the biggest problem with honoring EPA verification has to do with SCR-based 
devices and the different definition of fuel additives.  Additionally, the State of California 
has a statutory requirement that makes direct reciprocity difficult.  For more information 
on ARB’s verification process go to: http://www.arb.ca.gov/diesel/verdev/verdev.htm 
   
General Update on the Collaborative 
Diesel Emissions Reduction Act 
The recently introduced Diesel Emissions Reduction Act of 2005 provides for an EPA-
administered federal grant and loan program for up to $1 billion over five years to 
support state, municipal and private business initiatives across America to lower pollution 
from existing diesel engines. The amendment will help areas reach attainment with new 
air quality standards. Developed with environmental, industry and public officials, the 
amendment complements U.S. EPA regulations now being implemented that address 
diesel fuel and new diesel engines. 
 
Wayne Nastri, EPA Region 9 Administrator, testified before the U.S. Senate Committee 
on Environment and Public Works on July 12, 2005 in support of the Diesel Emissions 
Reduction Act.  His Hearing Statement can be found at  
http://epw.senate.gov/hearing_statements.cfm?id=240471.   
 
Appropriations 
The three programs dedicated to voluntary diesel emissions reductions within EPA’s 
budget are currently in joint conference to resolve discrepancies between the House and 
Senate versions.  It is expected that these discrepancies will be resolved within 1-2 weeks. 

• The House version of the bill allocates $10 million for the National Clean Diesel 
Campaign, of which the Collaborative will get the vast majority of the funds 
during the first year. The Senate version allocates $0 and the President’s proposed 
budget allocated $15 million.  



• The House version of the bill allocates $10 million for Clean School Bus USA. 
The Senate version allocates $1 million and the President’s proposed budget 
allocated $10 million.  

• The House version of the bill allocates $3 million for Communities Activated for a 
Renewed Environment (CARE). The Senate’s version of this bill allocates $0 and 
the President’s proposed budget allocated $9 million. 

 
Note - Federal budget information congressional updates can be found on the 
Collaborative website under “Announcements” on the homepage. 
 
Interim Steering Committee (ISC) Meeting 
The Interim Steering Committee (ISC) met by teleconference on July 13, 2005.  This was 
a regularly scheduled meeting to check-in on upcoming activities and events and to 
follow-up on action items from the previous meeting.  Two major topics were discussed 
which were: 
 
Cleaner Fuels 
The ISC recommended that the Collaborative should focus on three actions in particular 
to promote and support information exchange about alternative, cleaner fuel use with 
potential to pursue additional options in the future: 

• Continue to promote and discuss cleaner fuels options within sector workgroups 
• Create an information center on the Collaborative website - all areas of clean fuel 

would be open for consideration 
• Support workshops, using a model being developed by Collaborative members in 

the Bay Area   
 
Organizational Transformation 
At the last ISC meeting, the ISC requested additional information on organizational 
transformation options, such as establishing a new non-profit or partnering with an 
existing non-profit in order to address some organizational structure deficiencies.  The 
organization deficiencies noted included the Collaborative’s inability to receive and 
distribute private sector funds and federal agencies’ inabilities to have non-agency 
decision makers participate in agency grant selection. 
 
On July 13, the ISC suggested that the Collaborative not pursue the development of a 
new non-profit organization due to limitations on EPA’s ability to participate in such a  
non-profit and concern over the time and resources required to transition to a non-profit 
organizational structure.  Rather than establish a new non-profit, it was determined to 
leave open the possibility of partnering with an existing non-profit should a mutually 
beneficial arrangement be possible.  Possible partners include: Weststart-CALSTART, 
the Great Valley Center, Clean Air Northwest, and CAPCOA. 
 
Arizona Funding Workshops 
Arizona recently kicked off its entry into the Collaborative through two workshops – one 
held in Tucson, AZ on June 29, 2005 and the other held in Phoenix, AZ on June 30, 2005.  
One of the many projects ideas to come out of these workshops was an interest in a 



possible sister-city biodiesel project with border communities in Mexico.  Summary 
materials from these workshops can be viewed at  
http://www.westcoastcollaborative.org/files/meetings/2005-06-29/index.htm. 
Note – If anyone would like to see a similar, small (30-100 people) workshop held in 
their area, please contact Michelle Roos whose contact information can be found below. 
 
Conclusion 
The next Construction sector workgroup call will be September 20, 2005, 1-2pm PDT. 
 


